
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl ica t ion  No. 13539 of Eas t  Washington Heights B a p t i s t  Church, 
pursuant  t o  Sub-sect ion 8207.2 of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions ,  f o r  a  
s p e c i a l  except ion  under Sub-sect ion 3101.412 t o  cont inue  t o  o p e r a t e  
a  "Meals on I ~ J h e e l s ~ e r v i c e "  i n  an R-1-B D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises 
2200 Branch Avenue, S  . E . ,  (Square 5667, Lot 824) . 
HEARING DATES : J u l y  29, 1981 and September 23, 1981 
DECISION DATE: September 23, 1981 (Bench Decision) 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  was f i r s t  scheduled f o r  t h e  P u b l i c  
Hearing of J u l y  29, 1981. Due t o  t h e  l a t e n e s s  of  t h e  hour t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  was no t  hea rd  but  con t inue  t o  t h e  P u b l i c  Hearing of 
September 23, 1981. 

2 .  The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t he  R-1-B D i s t r i c t  a t  
t h e  n o r t h e a s t  co rne r  of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Alabama and Branch 
Avenues, S  . E . 

3 .  The s u b j e c t  s i t e ,  approximately 55,497 square  f e e t  i n  a r e a ,  
i s  improved w i t h  t h e  Eas t  Washington Heights B a p t i s t  Church bu i ld -  
i n g .  Access t o  t h e  Church's  k i t c h e n  f a c i l i t i e s  and park ing  l o t ,  which 
i s  approximately 20,000 square  f e e t  i n  a r e a ,  i s  from Alabama Avenue. 

4 .  The a p p l i c a n t  proposes t o  cont inue  us ing  t h e  chu rch ' s  k i t c h e n  
f a i l i t i e s  t o  p repa re  meals f o r  d e l i v e r y  t o  e l d e r l y ,  handicapped 
and Other community members who a r e  unable  t o  e i t h e r  shop o r  p r e -  
pa re  meals f o r  themselves .  The use  was o r i g i n a l l y  approved by t h e  
Board i n  case  no.  11924, by o r d e r  da ted  June 20, 1975. By BZA Order 
No. 12694, da ted  August 29, 19x8 the  Board gran ted  permiss ion t o  
cont inue  t h e  s u b j e c t  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  

5.The program ope ra t e s  seven days a  week from approximately 
9:00 a.m. t o  1 :00  P.M. S ince  t h e  d e l i v e r y  component of t h e  program 
occurs  dur ing  non-peak hours ,  w i t h  v e h i c l e s  e n t e r i n g  and e x i t i n g  from 
Alabama Avenue, a  major a r t e r i a l ,  obj  e c t i o n a b l e  impacts due t o  n o i s e  
and t r a f f i c  have n o t  occur red  and a r e  n o t  a n t i c i p a t e d .  

6 .  An average of  f o r t y  e l d e r l y  and/or  i n f i r m  persons  a r e  served 
Monday t o  F r iday .  About twenty persons  a r e  se rved  on weekends. The 
a r e a  covered i s  i n  D .  C .  and suburbs of Maryland and V i r g i n i a .  The 
r e c e i p i e n t s  a r e  s e rved  two meals s imul taneous ly ,  one h o t  midday meal 
and a  co ld  meal f o r  l a t e r  u se  a t  a  c o s t  of  $2.50 p e r  day,  w i t h  sub- 
s i d i e s  f o r  t hose  r e c i p i e n t s  unable  t o  pay.  
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7 .  The meals a r e  prepared and d e l i v e r e d  by r o t a t i n g  v o l u n t e e r s .  
S i x  v o l u n t e e r  c a r s  d e l i v e r  mealscovering t h e  e n t i r e  f a r  sou theas t  
Washington area.  The program coordinator and the cook are the  only 
persons  p a i d .  The o rgan iza t ion  has  some 200 vo lun tee r s  of  which 
e igh teen  a r e  needed on a d a i l y  b a s i s .  

8 .  The program i s  conducted w i t h i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  church bu i ld ing ,  
w i th  no o u t s i d e  s i g n s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  ope ra t ion  of t h e  program. 

9.. The Meals on Wheels Program i s  a  non-p ro f i t  organized s e r v i c e ,  
wi th  Income only from t h e  food payments of t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  and c h a r i t a b l e  

con t r ibu t ions  . 

10 .  There was no oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  g ran t ing  of t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  a t  
t h e  Pub l i c  Hearing o f  of r eco rd .  

11. Advisory Neighborhood Commission 7D, by l e t t e r  of August 31,  
1981, recommended approval  of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  on t h e  grounds t h a t  
t h e  subj  e c t  s e r v i c e s  m e r i t  commendation f o r  t h e  many b e n e f i t s  
t o  many c i t i z e n s  i n  need of t h i s  e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i c e .  The Board concurs .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND OPINION: 

Based on t h e  above Findings of Fact  and t h e  evidence of  record ,  t h e  
Board concludes t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  seeking a  s p e c i a l  except ion ,  
t h e  g r a n t i n g  of which r e q u i r e s  proof of  compliance w i t h  t h e  p rov i -  
s i o n  of  Sub-paragraph 3101.412 of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions .  The Board 
concludes t h a t  t h e  program i s  n o t  organized f o r  p r o f i t ,  bu t  exclu- 
s i v e l y  f o r  t h e  promotion of t h e  s o c i a l  we l f a re  of t h e  cormnunity, 
t h a t  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  program conducted on t h e  p rope r ty  i s  c a r r i e d  
on w i t h i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  church bu i ld ing ,  w i th  no s i g n s  i n d i c a t i n g  
t h e  ope ra t ion  o f  t h e  program. The Board f u r t h e r  concludes t h a t  t h e  
continued ope ra t ion  o f  t h i s  program i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  become ob jec t ion -  
a b l e  t o  t h e  r e s idence  d i s t r i c t  because of  n o i s e  and t r a f f i c .  The 
reques ted  s p e c i a l  except ion  i s  i n  harmony wi th  t h e  gene ra l  purpose 
and i n t e n t  o f  t h e  Zoning Regulat ions ,  and w i l l  n o t  t end  t o  adverse ly  
a f f e c t  t h e  use  of neighboring p rope r ty .  It i s  t h e r e f o r e  ORDERED t h a t  
t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  hereby GRANTED f o r  a  pe r iod  of THREE YEARS from 
t h e  d a t e  of e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  previous  C e r t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy. 

VOTE: 5-O(Wa1tenB. Lewis, William F. McIntosh, Douglas J .  P a t t o n ,  
Charles R .  Nor r i s ,  and Connie Fortune t o  g r a n t ) .  

BY ORDER OF THE D . C .  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 
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E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

4, -? e c  T 

F I N A L  DATE O F  ORDER: (;. .- - .j 

UNDER S U B - S E C T I O N  8204.3 O F  THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO D E C I S I O N  O R  
ORDER O F  THE BOARD S H A L L  TAKE E F F E C T  U N T I L  T E N  DAYS A F T E R  HAVING 
BECOME F I N A L  PURSUANT T O  THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES O F  P R A C T I C E  AND PRO- 
CEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD O F  Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT."  

T H I S  ORDER O F  THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  F O R  A P E R I O D  O F  S I X  MONTHS A F T E R  
THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE O F  T H I S  ORDER, UNLESS W I T H I N  SUCH P E R I O D  AN 
A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR A B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T  O R  C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  OCCUPANCY I S  
F I L E D  W I T H  THE DEPARTMENT O F  L I C E N S E S ,  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S ,  AND I N S P E C -  
T I O N S  . 


